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Tapping our Watershed
It was a great pleasure last week to join hundreds of scientists, advocates,
practitioners and stakeholders for the 3rd Annual Delaware River Watershed Forum.
Let me share a few observations.
First, a shout-out to the indefatigable Kim Beidler, Executive Director of the Coalition
for the Delaware River Watershed. This is the 3rd (and unfortunately final) forum that
Kim has organized, and each has provided a rich array of speakers and
programming. For all of us working on the Delaware River Watershed Initiative
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(DRWI), the forums have become a high point for exchanging ideas and information.
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Second, my colleagues from ANS and I were especially impressed by the range of

Robinson and Kelly O'Day,

political and civic leaders who expressed their commitment to stewarding the
Delaware Basin. The list is long and includes Shawn Garvin, the Regional
Administrator of the Mid-Atlantic (Region 3) US Environmental Protection Agency;
Larry Schweiger, the President and CEO of PennFuture; and William Penn
Foundation's Executive Director, Laura Sparks, who gave an inspiring address to
open the forum's second day.
Third, as a lifelong Delawarean (yes, there are a few of us), I was particularly pleased
that the forum was held in my home state and recognized our unique space in the
watershed. Although Delaware is small, few states are as defined by streams, rivers,
and bays. The plenaries by Governor Jack A. Markell, At-Large Representative for
the State of Delaware John C. Carney, Jr., and Delaware's Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control Secretary David Small all reinforced the need
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watershed groups (and vice versa for each). This "cross pollination" may be one of
the most lasting contributions of the DRWI. At the Academy, we look forward to
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(PEEC)'s answer is -- to inspire.
PEEC is a non-profit environmental and sustainability education organization, located
in the 77,000 acre Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. In this part of the
watershed, the Delaware River clearly benefits from the protection that the national
park designation confers. The river water is clean, the forest is healthy, the aquatic
diversity is relatively high, and the surrounding landscape is stunning. But there's
a problem: without a water quality crisis to grab their attention, local residents often
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enabled PEEC's 'Bridge the Gap' program to reach around 1,200 residents annually
for the past two years. High demand for the program is one indication of its success.
For one recent kayaking trip, some unlucky people never made it off the waitlist.
PEEC employs surveys to evaluate whether its programming is having its intended
impact, and the organization is exploring new high-tech solutions for measuring
results. Jeff Rosalsky, PEEC's Executive Director, is particularly excited about the
prospect of developing a phone app that would allow users to track the number of
river or trail miles traversed and earn e-badges in the process. Simultaneously, every
use of the app would generate data on visitor use. PEEC will be piloting a lower-tech
prototype of the app this year.

Call for Submissions

PEEC's mission to inspire goes well beyond the immediate vicinity of the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area. For fifteen years, PEEC has been hosting
groups from the ANS' Women in Natural Sciences (WINS) program, which itself is
over 30 years old. Five years ago, when PEEC launched its 'Women on the Water'
(WOW) program, providing young women from Philadelphia and other cities with an
intensive 4-day river experience, WINS was a natural partner for attracting high
school-aged participants. WOW now reaches 45 young women annually from
multiple cities along the Delaware River, immersing them in everything from first-time
camping and multi-day river expeditions to team-building and water quality sampling.
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Rosalsky remarks on how much the participants grow over the course of the
program and is proud that many have returned as WOW mentors and PEEC camp
counselors and instructors. A number have also gone on to study biology or other
STEM fields. The success of the program has led to calls for developing a parallel
program for young men. WPF funding for WOW came at a critical juncture two years
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ago when a National Park Foundation grant concluded, and Rosalsky is hopeful that
program expansion to reach even more promising young people is in PEEC's future.
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We are excited to announce that the second round of the DRWI Supplemental

Data Access:

Monitoring Fund is on track to be awarded. The invitation for applications was sent
to organizations on Friday, October 9th. If you are interested in this funding but have
not received the invitation to apply, please contact Kathryn Christopher
(kac388@drexel.edu) to confirm funding eligibility.
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ANS fisheries crew sampling in the Upper Lehigh. Photo courtesy of Meg McGuire.

What do ANS scientists and ghostbusters have in common? Check out a
recent Delaware Currents story to find out, see photos and video, and read a detailed
account of a day of fish sampling on the Upper Lehigh River.
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