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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2007

PHILADELPHIA — Explore the Amazon River, visit the largest shell show in the Northeast, and talk to the animals this fall, all at Philadelphia’s natural history museum, The Academy of Natural Sciences.

Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches, through December 31, takes visitors on a virtual voyage to the world’s most biologically diverse river. Live stingrays and tropical fish, specimens of bizarre catfish and legendary piranhas and hands-on activities, all set to Brazilian music will capture the imagination of adults and children. The exhibition is in both Spanish and English.

The Academy also hosts the annual Philadelphia Shell Show on October 6 and 7 and stages a special Halloween Safari Overnight to celebrate the season. The following activities are free unless otherwise noted.
AMAZON VOYAGE: VICIOUS FISHES & OTHER RICHES

Exhibition June 2 - December 31
Take a voyage on the most biologically diverse river in the world and encounter a myriad of amazing creatures including piranhas, anacondas, caimans, stingrays and pink dolphins. Travel to seven ports of call to investigate the scientific, social and economic choices that shape the Amazon's future through the eyes and hands of field researchers and the local Ribeirinho people. Live fish, hands-on activities, computer interactives, story telling, original artifacts, dance and music bring to life the amazing story for both adults and children. In Spanish and English.
SEVEN PERILS OF THE AMAZON WEEKEND

Saturday-Monday, September 1-3, 11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday, Monday

All day. Go on a hunt for seven deadly Amazon predators hidden throughout the museum. 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Get your face painted like your favorite rainforest resident.

-more-
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Saturday

11 a.m. Naturalist Presentation. Meet our live tropical animals and learn about their role in the ecosystem.

2:30 p.m. Amazon-O-Rama. Become a celebrity and participate in our new Amazon-themed game show.

Sunday

11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Naturalist Presentation. Meet our live tropical animals and learn about their role in the ecosystem.

ANIMAL TALES WEEKEND

Saturday-Sunday, September 22-23, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Meet in front of the Moose Diorama and listen to our staff read some of your favorite animals tales. Make a fun animal craft to take home and meet some of our live animals up close.

Storytimes:11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Crafts: 11 a.m.-3: 30 p.m.
Naturalist Presentations: 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
PHILADELPHIA SHELL SHOW
Saturday-Sunday, October 6-7

Celebrate the beauty of shells as the largest shell show in the Northeast washes ashore at the Academy. Shell collectors will display and sell their wares at this annual event that has come to mark the fall season at the Academy. Academy scientists will give behind-the-scenes tours of the museum’s world-renowned Malacology Collection and will be on hand to answer questions or identify visitors’ own shell collections. 
PHILADELPHIA SHELL SHOW WEEKEND
Saturday-Monday, October 6-8, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate the annual Philadelphia Shell Show by making shell-inspired crafts to take home. Meet some of our live animals that live near water during Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

.
BUTTERFLY WEEKEND
Saturday-Sunday, October 20-21, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Spread your wings and learn about beautiful and fascinating butterflies from around the world. See our live Butterflies! tropical garden and make a colorful butterfly craft to take home. Naturalist Presentations: 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. There is a $2 fee to enter Butterflies! 
-more-
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HALLOWEEN SAFARI OVERNIGHT

Friday night-Saturday morning, October 26
Celebrate Halloween with a Special Spooky Safari Overnight. Dress up for a costume contest with prizes for most creative, scariest and best-overall in each age group, plus best group costume. Halloween-theme programs and activities fill the night with fun before you bed down next to our dinosaurs and dioramas. For families and groups with children 6 and up. Cost (includes snack, breakfast and next day museum admission): child $40, adult $35. Members’ discount available.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FAIR

Saturday, November 3, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
The second annual Environmental Health Fair will highlight opportunities for young and old to promote a healthy environment. Exhibitors from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Red Cross, Philabundance, Food Trust and others will disseminate information about composting, pest management, healthy eating, pet therapy and more.

AMAZON WEEKEND
Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11, 11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Visit the Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches exhibition and then make an Amazon craft to take home. Meet some of our live tropical animals at special Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

DINO WEEKEND

Friday-Sunday, November 23 -25, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
After carving that turkey, bring the family to the museum to meet the bird’s ancestor: the dinosaur. Dinosaurs are the closest living relatives to birds. Enjoy tours of Dinosaur Hall throughout the day, dinosaur shows at 11 a.m. and live bird shows at 2:30 p.m. Make a prehistoric craft to take home.

PINT-SIZED PREDATORS WEEKEND
Saturday-Sunday, December 22-23, 11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
They’re deadly, they’re cunning, they’re hungry and they’re all around you. Meet some of the more lethal pint sized predators that live at the Academy. Make a predator craft to take home and hear all about our live predators at Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

-more-
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ACADEMY GREATEST HITS WEEK

Wednesday-Friday, December 26- 28

Wednesday - Worldwide Wildlife Day

Meet some of the live animals that will be roaming the halls (with their handlers) throughout the day. Learn more about the habitats and adaptations of the animals in our dioramas through touchable specimens. Make a wildlife craft to take home. Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Thursday - Dinosaur Day

Dinosaurs come to life with presentations in Dinosaur Hall throughout the day. Test your knowledge about dinosaurs at our science stations. Make a dinosaur craft to take home and participate in the Ask the Expert Show at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Friday - Butterfly Day

Learn about the fascinating life cycle of butterflies from around the world in our live  tropical Butterflies! garden. See specimens from our collection and make a beautiful butterfly craft to take home. Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

AMAZON VOYAGE CLOSING WEEKEND

Saturday-Sunday, December 29-30
Say “bon voyage” to Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches which closes on December 31. Make an Amazon craft as a lasting memory and enjoy Naturalist Presentations at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends until 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, seniors, college students with I.D. and military personnel, and free for children under 3. There is an additional $2 entry fee for Butterflies!
The Academy of Natural Sciences is Philadelphia’s natural history museum and a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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