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AVIAN IMAGE DATABASE HITS MILESTONE
PHILADELPHIA—The Academy of Natural Science’s VIREO (Visual Resources for Ornithology), already the most comprehensive online bird image bank in the world, now features half of the world’s 10,000 known bird species.

The 5,000th species posted on the VIREO website is the Gray-hooded Parrotbill photographed in Szechuan Province, China, by Christian Artuso, based in Winnipeg, Canada. The Gray-hooded Parrotbill is rarely photographed. It is found in only a few places in Szechuan, where much of its habitat is threatened by logging and conversion to agriculture.

While the VIREO website already boasts 45,000 photos, an additional 90,000 slides, including an additional 1,900 species, have yet to be digitized.   

Many photos are the work of VIREO Director Doug Wechsler, who recently completed a photo expedition to Borneo.  However, the site includes the work of more than 600 professional and amateur photographers and professional ornithologists. 

Visit VIREO at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.ansp.org/vireo
. 

# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends until 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, students with college I.D. and military personnel, $8.25 for seniors, and free for children under 3. $2 fee for Butterflies!
The Academy of Natural Sciences is Philadelphia’s natural history museum and a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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