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ALASKAN ARTIST SPINS FISH TALES AT OPENING OF AMAZON VOYAGE: VICIOUS FISHES AND OTHER RICHES 
PHILADELPHIA —Straight from his treetop studio in Alaska, renowned artist and fish lover Ray Troll on Saturday, June 2, will tell the tale of how his distinctive artwork inspired The Academy of Natural Sciences’ newest exhibition. 
Troll, off-beat artist, musician, author and naturalist in Ketchikan, Ala., was the inspiration behind Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches. In 1997, he traversed 1,000 miles of the Amazon, the world’s most biologically diverse river, and was so inspired that he created a color-drenched 7- by-15-foot painting depicting 125 different Amazonian species. This painting, and other Troll fish and fantastical scenes are part of the exhibit, which runs June 2 through Dec. 31, 2007.
Exhibit-opening festivities also feature specimens of catfish and other Amazonian fish from the Academy’s vast research collection. Ichthyology (fish) Curator Dr. John Lundberg, whose research is featured in Amazon Voyage, and his collaborator Collection Manager Dr. Mark Sabaj, will be on hand to describe the bizarre traits of these fish. Naturalist presentations with live tropical animals and craft-making are other fun activities available throughout the weekend.
Amazon Voyage takes visitors on an adventure-filled virtual voyage on the most biologically diverse river in the world, where they will encounter a myriad of amazing creatures including piranhas, anacondas, caimans, stingrays and pink dolphins. Seven ports of call highlight the scientific, social and economic choices that shape the Amazon's future through the eyes and hands of field researchers and the local Ribeirinho people. Live fish, hands-on activities, computer interactives, story telling, original artifacts, dance and music bring to life the amazing story for both adults and children. The exhibit is in Spanish and English.

The following activities and the exhibit are free with museum admission:
Saturday, June 2, 10 a.m.—noon

Academy Fish Collection

The Academy’s Dr. John Lundberg and Mark Sabaj will showcase specimens of bizarre catfish and other fascinating fish from the Academy’s collection. 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

Artist Ray Troll regales with tales of how his extensive Amazonian travels let to his distinctive artwork and how that informed and inspired the exhibition. 

-more-

Page 2, Amazon Voyage

Saturday and Sunday, June 2-3, 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Naturalist presentations feature some of the Academy’s live exotic birds, reclusive rainforest mammals and beautifully-patterned snakes. Visitors will discover what they eat, where they live, how they escape predators and more. 

Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Visitors can make a fun Amazon fish hat to bring home. We’ll provide the supplies; you bring your creativity.
Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches was produced by the Miami Museum of Science and Planetarium. The exhibit was made possible with support from the National Science Foundation.

# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and until 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12 and students with college I.D., $8.25 for seniors and military personnel, and free for children under 3. There is a $2 fee for Butterflies!
The Academy of Natural Sciences is Philadelphia’s natural history museum and a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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